Abolish the Death Penalty:  Expensive and Imperfect

Dear Honorable Legislator:

 As a citizen of this country, I respectfully ask that your attention be focused on the Death Penalty in the name of Fiscal Responsibility and Judiciary Fairness. 

The death penalty is much more expensive than its closest alternative -- life imprisonment without parole.  Capital trials are longer and more expensive at every step than other murder trials.   Pre-trial motions, expert witness investigations, jury selection, and the necessity for two trials -- one on guilt and one on sentencing -- make capital cases extremely costly, even prior  to the appeals process even beginning. 

Guilty pleas are almost unheard of when the punishment is death.  In addition, many of these trials result in a life sentence rather than the death penalty, so the state or federal government pays the cost of life imprisonment on top of the expensive trial.  Using conservative rough projections for the state of California, the Commission on the Fair Administration of Justice (July 1, 2008) estimates that the annual costs of the present system is $137 million per year.  If the present system implements the reforms suggested, continuing to prosecute death penalty cases will cost taxpayers $232.7 million per year.  However, should the courts impose a maximum penalty of lifetime incarceration without the chance for parole, rather than the death penalty, these costs would be reduced to $11.5 million.

 The death penalty diverts resources from genuine crime control measures.  Spending money on the death penalty system means reducing the resources available for crime prevention, mental health treatment, education and rehabilitation, meaningful victims' services, and drug treatment programs.  It also diverts it from existing components of the criminal justice system such as prosecutions of other serious and violent felonies, including sex, property and drug crimes.
More than 200 men and women have been proven to be wrongfully convicted of murder in the state of California since 1990. Some of these men and women were sentenced to death; all lost years of their lives, imprisoned for crimes they were later found innocent of.  Many others lack the resources to fund their trials and appeals properly, including DNA and other crucial tests, expert witness testimony, investigations and competent legal representation. 

To hand down the sentence of Death demands perfection from the Justice System.  Over 225 exonerations for murders have occurred from 1989 through 2003.  That is over 225 TIMES OUR JUSTICE SYSTEM WAS NOT PERFECT! 

More than two thirds of the countries in the world have now abolished the death penalty in law or practice. And the United States is the only democracy in the world that carries out executions, more than a thousand since 1976, including 22 juvenile offenders. We also voted against a United Nations General Assembly resolution in December 2007 that called for a global moratorium on the death penalty. Why has the United States remained in the “dark ages” in regards to its death sentencing? Surely, a nation founded on freedom and liberty should be leading the world in revising its death penalty moratoriums. Instead, we lead the world in incarceration figures.  The US has only 5% of the population yet yields 25% of the world’s incarcerated citizens. 
The death penalty has been proven to be racially and geographically biased, it is harmful to the victims’ families because of the many appeal cases that result in additional court appearances, rehashing of the crime and statistics show it does NOT serve as a deterrent.

The Death Penalty should be forever abolished from this countries sentencing war chest.  We are imperfect beings incapable of handling the responsibility attached to taking what could easily be an innocent life as proven many times over by facts.  Possibly murdering an innocent person is irresponsible and inhumane to say the least.  We the people are better than that.
 "Are any of us willing to sacrifice a member of our own family -- wrongly convicted, sentenced and executed -- in order to secure the execution of five rightly convicted murderers?  And even if we were, could that public policy be called "just"? I do not believe it can."  Governor Martin O'Malley of Maryland
Respectfully yours,

21st Century Tea Party Member
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